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Total aortic occlusion associated
with SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19)

infection: Video Image
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Abstract

Acute pulmonary damage and vascular coagulopathy appear to be frequent in patients with
SARS-CoV-2 infection relation to corona-virus. The inflammatory process accompanying the
infection and excessive coagulation state is one of the most important causes of patient loss.

Case

A 62-year-old male patient, who did not have any
previous cardiac or lung problems, was admitted to our
hospital with coldness, chills and cyanotic discoloration in
the lower extremities, as well as back pain and shortness of
breath. The computed tomography angiography revealed an
acute thrombotic occlusion of the thoracal-abdominal and
infra-renal aorta extending into the common iliac arteries
(Video). Under local anesthesia, aorto-femoral embolectomy
was performed via bilateral femoral arteries. Abundant
thrombus material was removed from the aorta, iliac and
femoral arteries (Figure 1).

Discussion

Although infiltrations related to lung involvement are
more common in patients with COVID-19, thrombotic
complications can also be seen [1]. Hypercoagulability and
thrombotic disease in patients with COVID-19 is a rare

Figure 1: Dense thrombus material removed by femoral embolectomy.
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Video: Computed tomography showing total aortic occlusion starting from the

thoracic aortic level to the iliac arteries.

condition that can be seen even if the PCR test is negative. It
may cause cerebral, cardiac or peripheral vascular occlusions
as in our patient, regardless of the age of the patients, their
atherosclerotic tendency or additional disease [2]. For this
reason, every patient should be closely monitored for a
disastrous and distressing clinical picture, and anticoagulant
therapy should be continued for a certain period of time.
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